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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF FINAL COMMUNIQUE OF NAC MINISTERIAL. 

BEGIN TEXT 

THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL MET IN MINISTERIAL SESSION IN 
BRUSSELS ON 12TH AND 13TH DECEMBER, 1974. AT THE CLOSE OF THE 
YEAR WHICH MARKED THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ALLIANCE, 
MINISTERS NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THAT MEMBER COUNTRIES REMAIN 
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FIRMLY COMMITTED TO THE ALLIANCE AND THAT THIS HAD FOUND SOLEMN 
EXPRESSION IN THE OTTAWA DECLARATION. 

2. MINISTERS REVEIWED DEVELOPMENTS IN EAST- WEST RELATIONS. 

THEY NOTED THE PROGRESS, ALBEIT UNEVEN, TOWARDS DETENTE OVER 
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THE PAST SIX MONTHS. THEY STATED THEIR READINESS TO CONTINUE 
THEIR EFFORTS TO MAKE PROGRESS IN THEIR NEGOTIATIONS AND 
EXCHANGES WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES AIMED 
AT STEADY IMPROVEMENT IN EAST- WEST RELATIONS. NOTING, HOWEVER, 

THE INCREASE IN THE MILITARY STRENGTH OF THE WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES, 
AND BEARING IN MIND THAT SECURITY IS THE PREREQUISITE FOR THE 
POLICY OF DETENTE, THEY EXPRESSED THEIR DETERMINATION TO MAINTAIN 
THEIR OWN DEFENSEIVE MILITARY STRENGTH. 

3. MINISTERS HAD A BROAD DISCUSSION ON THE IMPLICATIONS 

OF THE CURRENT ECONOMIC SITUATION FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF ALLIANCE 
DEFENCE AND NOTED THE EFFORTS MADE AT BOTH THE NATIONAL AND 
INT'L LEVELS TO OVERMME THE DIFFICULTIES CONFRONTING 
THE ECONOMIES OF THE ALLIED COUNTRIES. THEY REAFFIRMED THEIR 
DETERMINATION TO SEEK APPROPRIATE SOLUTIONS IN THE SPGIT OF 
CO-OPERATION AND MUTUAL CONFIDEKE WHICH CHARACTERIZES THEIR 
RELATIONS. MINISTERS DECIDED TO CONTINUE TO CONSULT ON THE 
REPERCUSSIONS OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS ON AREA WITHIN THE DIRECT 
SPHERE OF COMPETENCE OF THE ALLIANCE. 

4. MINISTERS NOTED THAT AT THE CONFERENCE ON SECURITY AND 
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE THERE HAD BEEN ENOUGH PROGRESS TO SHOW 
THAT SUBSTANTIAL RESULTS WERE POSSIBLE. NONF.THF.LF.SS, IMPORTANT 
QUESTIONS REMAIN TO BE REGLVED. MINISTERS EXPRESSED THE UNDIMI- 
NISHED DETERMINATION OF THEIR GOVTS TO WORK PATIENTLY AND 
CONSTRUCTIVELY TOWARDS BALANCED AND SUBSTANTIAL RESULTS UNDER ALL 
THE AGENDA HEADINGS OF THE CONFERENCE, SO AS TO BRING ABOUT A 
SATISFACTORY CONCLUSION TO THE CONFERENCE AS A WHOLE AS SOON S 

MAY BE POSSIBLE. 

5. MINISTERS OF THE PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES REVIEWED THE 

STATE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS IN VIENNA ON MUTUAL AND BALANCED FORCE 
REDUCTIONS. THESE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE AS THEIR GENERAL OBJECTIVE 
TO CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE STABLE RELATIONSHIP AND TO THE 
STRENGTHENING OF PEACE AND SECURITY IN EUROPE, AND THEIR SUCESS 
WOULD ADVANCE DETENTE. THESE MINISTERS WERE REGLVED TO PURSUE 
THESE NEGOTIATIONS WITH A VIEW TO ENSURING UNDIMINISHED SECURITY 
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FOR ALL PARTIES, AT A LOWER LEVEL OF FORCES IN FNTRAL EUROPE. 

THEY REAFFIRMED THEIR COMMITMENT TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
APPROXIMATE PARITY IN THE FORM OF AN AGREED COMMON CEILING FOR 
THE GROUND FORCE MANPOWER OF NATO AND THE WARSAW PACT IN THE 
AREA OF REDUCTIONS. THEY CONSIDERED THAT A FIRST PHASE 
REDUCTION AGREEMENT COVERING UNITED STATES AND SOVIET GROUND 
FORCES WOULD BE AN IMPORTANT AND PRACTICAL FIRST STEP IN THIS 
DIRECTION. THEY NOTED THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE, SO FAR, NOT 
PRODUCED RESULTS AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT A CONSTRUCTIVE 
RESPONSE TO THE ALLIED PROPOSALS WOULD SOON BE FORTHCOMING. 

THEY REAFFIRMED THE IMPORTANCE THEY ATTACH TO THE PRINCIPLE 
TO WHICH THEY ADHERE IN THESE NEGOTIATIONS THAT NATO FORCES 
SHOULD NOT BE REDUCED EXCEPT IN THE CONTEXT OF A MUTUAL AND 
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BALANCED FORCE REDUCTION AGREEMENT WITH THE EAST. 

6. MINISTERS HEARD A REPORT FROM THE UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OF STATE ON THE CONTINUING UNITED STATES EFFORTS 
TOWARDS THE FURTHER LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE ARMS IN 
THE LIGHT OF PRESIDENT FORD'S RECENT TALKS WITH MR. BREZHNEV. 

THEY NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS TOWARDS 
LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC NUCLEAR WEAPONS ACHIEVED IN VLADIVOSTOK. 
THEY EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THIS PROGRESS WILL LEAD TO THE 
EARLY CONCLUSION OF A SATISFACTORY SALT II AGREEMENT. THEY 

ALSO EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR CONTINUING CONSULTATIONS 
WITHIN THE ALLIANCE WITH RESPECT TO THE SALT NEGOTIATIONS. 

7. THE MINISTERS REVIEWED THE DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING 
BERLIN AND GERMANY WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE SINCE THEIR LAST 
MEETING IN JUNE 1974, ESPECIALLY AS REGARDS THE APPLICATION OF 
THOSE PROVISIONS OF THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT RELATING TO THE 
WESTERN SECTORS OF BERLIN. THEY CONSIDERED, IN PARTICULAR, 

TRAFFIC AND TIES BETWEEN THE WESTERN SECTORS AND THE FEDERAL 
REPUBLIC OF GERMANY AND THE REPRESENTATION ABROAD OF THE 
INTERESTS OF THOSE SECTORS BY THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY. 
THEY EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE TO THE VIABILITY AND SECURITY 

OF THE CITY OF ALL THE PROVISIONS OF THE QUADRIPARTITE 
AGREEMENT. THE MINISTERS ALSO EMPHASIZED THAT THERE IS AN 
ESSENTIAL CONNECTION BETWEEN DETENTE IN EUROPE AND THE 
SITUATION RELATING TO BERLIN. 

8. MINISTERS EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERN ABOUT THE SITUATION 
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IN THE MIDDLE EAST WHICH COULD HAVE DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCES FOR 
WORLD PEACE AND THUS FOR THE SECURITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
ALLIANCE. THEY REAFFIRMED THE OVERRIDING IMPORTANCE THEY 
ATTACH TO FRESH PROGRESS TOWARDS A JUST AND LASTING PEACE IN THIS 
AREA. THEY LIKEWISE WELCOMED THE CONTRIBUTIONS WHICH ALLIED 
GOVERNMENTS CONTINUE TO MAKE TO UNITED NATIONS PEACE-KEEPING 
ACTIVITIES. MINISTERS NOTED THE REPORT ON THE SITUATION IN 
THE MEDITERRANEAN PREPARED BY THE PERMANENT COUNCIL ON THEIR 
INSTRUCTIONS. THEY FOUND THE INSTABILITY IN THE AREA 
DISQUIETING, WARRANTING SPECIAL VIGILANCE ON THE PART OF THE 
ALLIES. THEY INVITED THE PERMANENT COUNCIL TO CONTINUE 
CONSULTATIONS ON THIS SUBJECT AND TO REPORT FURTHER. 

9. AS REGARDS GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS, MINISTERS HEARD 
A REPORT BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL UNDER THE TERMS OF HIS 
WATCHING BRIEF ESTABLISHED BY THE MINISTERIAL SESSION OF MAY 1964. 
THEY EXPRESSEDTHE FIRM HOPE THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN THESE TWO 
ALLIED COUNTRIES WOULD RAPIDLY RETURN TO NORMAL. 

10. MINISTERS NOTED THE PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON THE CHALLENGES OF MODERN SOCIETY, ESPECIALLY ON 
SOLAR AND GEOTHERMAL ENERGY RESOURCES AS WELL AS ON COASTAL 
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WATER POLLUTION, IMPROVED SEWAGE DISPOSAL, URBAN TRANSPORT AND 
HEALTH CARE. MINISTERS ALSO NOTED THE START OF PROJECTS ON THE 
DISPOSAL OF HAZARDOUS WASTES AND ACTION TO FOLLOW UP COMPLETED 
CCMS STUDIES ON THE PREVENTION OF OCEAN OIL SPILLS, ROAD SAFETY 
IMPROVEMENT, CLEANER AIR AND PURER RIVER WATER, THUS ENHANCING 
THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THEIR CITIZENS. 

1 1 . THE MINISTERS DIRECTED THE COUNCIL IN PERMANENT SESSION 
TO CONSIDER AND DECIDE ON THE DATE AND PLACE OF THE SPRING 
SESSION OF THE MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC 
COUNCIL. 

END TEXT. BRUCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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